A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
a will in favour of the little Bavarian Prince, as being the
nearest to him in blood, for he was descended from his own sister,
whereas Louis XIY's wife was only his half-sister; but when
the boy died in 1699 some new arrangement had to be made.
William of Orange, who had usurped the crown of England,
had blundered, as he commonly did: in spite of the rising
Spanish feeling, he still wanted to partition the Spanish
dominions, and he supported a scheme whereby England and
Holland should attempt to inherit the vast American empire of
Spain, while the Emperor should be the main beneficiary in
Europe. The anger of the Spanish people was rising at such
proposals, and the King of Spain, after consulting the Pope,
who wisely advised him to keep the Empire intact, left the
whole of his dominions, undivided, to the grandson of Louis XIV
and his wife. This grandson was Philip, Duke of Anjou, a
lad of seventeen, the younger son of the French Dauphin.1
Charles made his will to that effect on October 12,1700, and
died three weeks later, on November i. In spite of what was
called the Grand Alliance, which William of Orange had joined
for continuing the idea of partition, Louis XIV accepted the
succession for his grandson. It was obviously a dangerous
course, and might lead to war between him and the disappointed
partitioners of the Spanish Empire, but, having made his
decision, he kept to it, and the young Duke of Anjou was
received in Spain with the acclamation of the Spanish people,
who depended upon this solution for the preservation and
integrity of their dominions. By December 1700 the new Bour-
bon dynasty was established in Madrid.
William of Orange could not make war as he wished, for
opinion in England was strongly in favour of accepting what had
happened; Englishmen did not see why they should be involved
in further Continental fighting and further expense for a scheme
which would not benefit them, save on the distant chance of
some precarious footing in the Spanish colonies.
It was in the midst of all these complications that James II
died, that Louis XTV challenged the interests of the English
aristocracy and the City of London by recognizing James III,
and that later William himself died—ridding England of a very
1 Failing his acceptance, all was to go to Austria, which would thus encircle
France in Belgium, the Jura, and the Pyrenees, and would certain!} share
Spanish America with England and Holland.
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